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Civil
service
contract
vetoed
Negotiations stalled
between union, SIU
Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Jason Neikirk,
left, and
Colburn
Dittmer watch
as students
rate pigs at
Agriculture
Industry
Day Friday
morning at
the University
Farms.
High school,
community
college and
university
students came
from across
the Midwest
to learn about
programs
offered at SIUC
in agricultural
sciences. For
the story on
annual Ag
Industry Day,
see page 3.
B RANDON C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Watts and Hardy win USG election
Allison Petty
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Chiquita Watts was declared the
winner of the race for Undergraduate
Student Government president
Sunday, four days after the election
was called a tie.
Watts and her running mate
Vincent Hardy defeated opponents
Dave Loftus and StevenTurner by a 35vote margin, Election Commissioner
John Teresi said.
“I don’t want to see another paintbrush, another piece of chalk,” said
Hardy, speaking of his extensive campaign efforts. “I’m so tired of hearing
my last name.”
Teresi said 75 votes for USG president and vice president were originally
invalidated because some parts of the
Scantron ballots were filled out incor-

City

Region recovers from
rare earthquake.

PAGE 3

rectly. For instance, Teresi said, if a
student indicated that he lived on the
east side of Carbondale but voted for a
senator on the west side, that student’s
entire ballot was not counted.
Teresi and three members of the
election committee counted the ballots
by hand, while the candidates watched.
Former election commission member
Ed Ford, a graduate student from
Carbondale, was absent after Teresi
removed him from the commission.
Ford would neither confirm nor deny
reports that he had repeatedly campaigned while working the polls.
The recount took about half an
hour.
Loftus, a sophomore from
Princeton studying political science,
said he would not challenge the results
of the election and

looked forward to working with Watts
and Hardy.
Watts,a junior from Chicago studying finance, said she wanted to reform
USG by adding more scrutiny to the
senate’s appointment process, while
Hardy, a sophomore from Chicago
studying business, said his first goal
would be to reform the finance committee.
Watts and Hardy were united in
a lack of hard feelings toward their
opponents.
“When you think about it, it’s just
student government elections. There’s
no need to take shots at each other
because we all —” Hardy began.
“— are still working for the same
thing,” Watts finished.
Allison Petty can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or allison.petty@siude.com.

Student Life

‘Kiss-in’ staged to gauge
reaction to homosexuality.
PAGE 10
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Contract negotiations have
stalled between the university’s
administration and its largest civil
service employees union.
The Association of Civil
Service Employees voted to reject
an offer from the administration
last week. Negotiations are stalled,
but representatives of both sides
have said they are willing to continue talks.
The association represents more
than 400 university employees
who have been working without
a contract since July. Negotiations
between the two parties began in
May.
Cathy Lilley, the association’s
president, said this was the first
time the group had rejected an
offer from the university since
the union was founded roughly
30 years ago. Lilley said many of
those represented by the union,
a large number of whom are
employed as secretaries, accountants and lab technicians, believe
they are underappreciated.
“We are really tired of being
second-class citizens on campus,”
she said.
Lilley said the union’s biggest
qualms with the offer involve
salary increases, particularly for
employees who have worked at the
university for many years.
The offer included hourly raises of between 15 cents and 55
cents depending on how long the
employee worked at the university.
The raise would take effect for the
first year of the contract, but Lilley
said the union would rather see
smaller raises each year, benefiting
those who are employed longer.
“Students come and go and a
lot of faculty members move to
other universities,” she said. “But
we are the permanent residents
here and we do have the institutional knowledge — we’re kind of
the behind-the-scenes people that
keep things going.”
The four-year contract proposed
by the university also includes 3
percent across-the-board raises
each year and some raises for those
paid less than their peers at other
universities. Lilley said neither of
those proposed raises are adequate.
See UNION,
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Ben Stein’s
documentary shouldn’t
win money.
SIUDE.COM

Page 10

Sports

Salukis vie for starting roles
in spring scrimmage.
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CALENDAR

Cinema and
Photography Visiting
Artist Series: Jennifer
Reeves

Judge denies bond for Coffee urn is gift to
man accused in assault Lincoln museum
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — A coffee urn
rifle murder
given as a wedding present by Abraham

• 7 p.m. today at the Communications
Building Soundstage
• Screening a selection of her films on
original 16mm and discussion
• Free and open to the public

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

CORRECTIONS
If you spot an error, please contact
the DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at
536-3311, ext. 253.

C H I C AG O (AP) — A Cook County
judge has denied bond for a Chicago man
accused of killing a man with an AK-47
assault rifle before firing the weapon at
police.
Judge Maura Slattery Boyle ordered 39year-old Bennie Teague held without bond
during a hearing Sunday.
Police say Teague fatally shot 34-yearold Marcus Hendricks of Flossmoor on
Friday night. Teague was arrested after
shooting at police and has been charged
with one count of first degree murder and
three counts of attempted first degree
murder.
Neither Teague nor the officers were
hurt during the shootout.

and Mary Todd Lincoln has been donated
to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum.
Beginning Monday, the silver-plate coffee urn will be on display at the museum in
Springfield.
The donation was made by a descendent of the groom, a young lawyer named
Christopher Columbus Brown.
Abraham Lincoln had given Brown his
examination for admission to the Illinois bar
in 1856, three years before the man’s wedding to Elizabeth Stuart.
The museum’s experts say the 17-inch
coffee urn is Rococo revival, a style that
would have appealed to Mary Todd Lincoln,
whose tastes included French decor.

Love story revealed in
discovered letters

United announces
ticketing policy
changes

S T. LOUIS (AP) — A chronicle of
love and war based on letters discovered at
a Belleville, Ill., flea market is being considered for a feature film.
Former St. Louisan Jeffrey Copeland
wrote “Inman’s War: A Soldier’s Life in a
Colored Battalion in World War II” in 2006.
The nonfiction book is based on the 150
letters postmarked 1942-44 that he found
in 2002.
Olivia Merriwether and Inman Perkin
met, fell in love and wed at the outset of
World War II. But they had to hide their
marriage from the bride’s employer, the
St. Louis School District. A district policy at
the time said female teachers who married
must resign.
Perkin died in 1944 while serving in
Italy.
Copeland is chairman of the English
Department at the University of Northern
Iowa.

CHIC AG O (AP) — Chicago-based
United Airlines has announced changes
to its ticketing policies, citing rising fuel
costs.
United spokeswoman Robin
Urbanski says the airline has increased
the fee it charges to change a ticket
from $100 to $150.
The carrier also reinstated a
Saturday-night stay requirement for
discounted fares in areas where United
competes head-to-head with other socalled legacy air carriers.
“In an environment where fuel
prices are averaging almost $120 a
barrel, we are facing a cost increase of
more than $2 billion this year and that
is more than twice the operating earnings we generated last year,” Urbanski
said in an e-mail.

POLICE REPORTS
Kennard R. Johnson, a 21-year-old SIUC student from Calumet Park, was issued a ticket
for littering in Lot 113 at 8 p.m. Wednesday.

been identified as SIUC students, did not
require medical attention. Giles was transported to Jackson County Jail.

Neal Evan Price, a 19-year-old SIUC student
from Olympia Field, was issued a citation for
underage drinking in Schneider Hall at 11
p.m. Thursday.

An investigation is underway to find suspects responsible for a robbery between
Schneider and Allen Halls at 10:13 p.m.
Wednesday. The victim, a 19-year-old SIUC
student, said he was walking between
the residence halls when a dark green car
stopped him, and three males approached.
Two of the suspects grabbed the victim,
while the third took cash from the victim’s
pockets. All three of the suspects re-

Jadonne A. Giles, an 18-year-old SIUC student from Tinley Park, was arrested for battery to two victims and criminal damage
to property at Schneider Hall at 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday. The two victims, who have only

entered the vehicle, which was operated
by a fourth suspect. The victim described
the first suspect as a black male, approximately 6 feet 2 inches tall and wore a
red ball cap and black hooded sweatshirt.
The second suspect was described as a
black male nearly 6 feet tall and weighed
more than 200 pounds with a black
do-rag and turquoise and black jacket.
The third suspect was described as the
same height, weighing 190 pounds and
wore a black hooded sweatshirt. The
only description of the driver was the it
was a black male.
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Earthquakes were ‘wake-up Students examine
agriculture possibilities
call’ to region’s potential
Barton Lorimor
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Southern Illinois’ strongest
earthquake in 40 years woke up
people in an area large enough to
include parts of Georgia and northern Michigan.
According to the U.S. Geological
Survey, the earthquake began at precisely 4:37 a.m. and was centralized
in rural Olney — a small southeastern Illinois community near the
Indiana border. Registering a magnitude of 5.2, the earthquake was
followed by seven weaker movements.
USGS spokeswoman Diane
Noseral said Friday evening her
department was continuing to review
one of those movements, which
occurred at 10:14 a.m. and was measured at 4.6. She said the department
was unsure if the movement was an
aftershock from the earlier activity, or
if it was a separate earthquake.
Both seismic events have the
same epicenter, she said.
The first earthquake presented
Illinois’ strongest magnitude since
Nov. 9, 1968, when a 5.3 earthquake
occurred during the early hours of
the morning, said geologist Harvey
Henson.
Henson, who works with the
university’s geology program, said
southern Illinois sits on multiple
fault lines and often experiences
micro-seismic activity — movement
with a magnitude near 2.0. But he
said such movement cannot be felt
because it is so mild.
“(Friday’s) earthquakes were
wake-up calls,” Henson said. “These

Jenn Lofton
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reminders, I think, are important to
our region because they tell us something about what could occur.”
All of Friday’s earthquakes
occurred in an area called the
Wabash Valley Seismic Zone, but
Henson said the New Madrid
Fault Line is also within the region.
Between 1811 and 1812, that fault
line caused the strongest earthquakes ever recorded in the continental United States, including an
8.0 magnitude event that shook
books off their shelves inside the
White House.
Noseral said she received reports
of bricks tumbling off homes within
miles of the epicenters, and small inhouse objects falling from walls and
shelves. Other reports said chunks
of concrete fell from an aging bridge
in St. Louis onto a railroad yard. Yet
Noseral said an earthquake’s magni-

������������������������������

tude does not determine the amount
of resulting damage.
“Local building codes are important for the amount of damage,” she
said.
As of Friday evening, no damage caused by the earthquakes was
reported in Carbondale, said City
Manager Jeff Doherty. He said the
city abides by state codes that regulate
how buildings should be equipped to
withstand the tremors.
The city also has an emergency preparedness plan if a catastrophic earthquake were to strike
Carbondale.
“On a major disaster situation,
we’re going to need to take care of
ourselves for a while,” Doherty said.
Barton Lorimor can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 274 or barton.
lorimor@siude.com.
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Students in the College of
Agricultural Sciences want others
to know the field is not just about
harvesting grain and milking cows.
Prospective and current students
came out to participate in the Annual
Ag Industry Day Friday. The event
is held every spring semester to
allow students from other universities, community colleges and high
schools throughout the Midwest
to get hands-on experience of what
it would be like to have a career in
agriculture, said Gary Apgar, associate professor of animal science food
and nutrition.
The event also offers workshops
and other activities to showcase
majors in the college.
Apgar said Ag Industry Day has
become a top recruitment tool for
the college and the university overall.
“This has become a way to
increase visibility for us and the
university,” Apgar said.
During the past four years, the
college has seen a steady rise in
enrollment from 740 students in
2004 to the 778 currently in the
college. Ag Industry Day, coupled
with other events throughout the
year, are reasons why it continues to
increase, Apgar said.
In order to see a change in
enrollment numbers, Apgar said it
is important to get the word out by
holding events like this so those who
are interested can ask questions, get
answers and not be left in the dark
about their potential careers.
Apgar said most people do not

realize what a major in agriculture
has to offer and do not see it as a
business, pre-law or pre-med opportunity.
Currently there are more than
300 jobs available in the agricultural
field, said WGN Radio host Orion
Samuelson.
Samuelson’s show “Week in
Agri-Business,” broadcasts on 260
radio stations across the country six
days a week. He has been involved
with the field for decades and has
been covering agriculture of the
Midwest since 1960.
Samuelson spoke in front of students at Ag Industry Day to assure
them this line of work is promising
because agriculture is used in everyone’s daily life. From the jobs of producing food to ensuring consumer
safety, the field has many positions
that need to be filled in order for
people to survive, he said.
“Agriculture has such a broad
spectrum of job opportunities that
anybody, including those who aren’t
involved, can still be a part of it,”
Samuelson said.
Because Illinois is the top agricultural state, more students are
becoming interested in the major
because they know of the opportunities presented, Samuelson said.
Other industries offer less security
in today’s competitive job world and
this generation wants stability, he
said.

For the full story, see
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Al-Sadr’s followers refuse to disband militia
Robert H. Reid
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAG H DA D — Followers
of hardline cleric Muqtada al-Sadr
raised the stakes Sunday in the showdown with Iraq’s government, refusing to disband their militia. The U.S.
military said 40 Shiite militants were
killed in fierce fighting in southern
Iraq.
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki,
meanwhile, assured visiting Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice that he
will not back down in his confrontation with Shiite militias, even as mortar shells fired from Shiite areas struck
the U.S.-protected Green Zone.
In a sign of that resolve, Iraqi soldiers took control Sunday of the last
stronghold of al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army
militia in the southern city of Basra,
where an Iraqi offensive last month
triggered the current wave of Shiite
fighting.
Al-Maliki, a Shiite, has demanded
that al-Sadr disband his Mahdi Army,
the country’s biggest Shiite militia, or
his followers will not be allowed to
run in provincial elections this fall.
Al-Sadr’s followers, who control 30 of the 275 parliament seats,
rejected that demand Sunday and
instead called for an end to U.S.-Iraqi

military operations in Sadr City, the
Baghdad stronghold of the Mahdi
Army, and Shula, another Shiite district of the capital.
“All must know that disbanding
the Mahdi Army means the end of
al-Maliki’s government,” Sadrist lawmaker Fawzi Akram told reporters.
He called the government campaign against the Mahdi Army a
“filthy military and media campaign” planned and supported by the
Americans. He urged the United
Nations, non-governmental organizations and human rights groups to
intervene.
“Random airstrikes, killings and
bloodletting will not help but rather
will increase hatred and enmity,” he
said, adding that if operations continue “all options are open for us.”
That could include the formal
scrapping of a unilateral truce al-Sadr
called last August — a move that
American officials credit with helping dramatically reduce violence over
the last year.
Since the Basra crackdown began
March 25, that truce is in tatters,
with fighting in the Baghdad area
and scattered clashes still under way
throughout the Shiite south.
The U.S. military announced
Sunday that U.S.-backed Iraqi sol-

diers killed 40 militiamen and arrested 40 more in fighting this weekend
near Nasiriyah, a Shiite city 200 miles
southeast of Baghdad.
A U.S. statement said the fighting
broke out Saturday when “criminal
militia members” attacked Iraqi security forces. Iraqi troops with U.S.
special operations advisers counterattacked the militiamen in a local
Sadrist office, where they found various weapons including Iranian-made
penetrator bombs, the statement said.
Al-Sadr accused U.S. and Iraqi
forces of “murdering” the “faithful
brothers” by “brutal means” in the
Nasiriyah fighting and demanded an
investigation.
The anti-American cleric has
accused the government of exploiting
his August truce to crack down on
his political movement and warned
Saturday that he would declare “open
war” if the campaign against him did
not stop.
Al-Sadr’s statement was broadcast
in Sadr City on mosque loudspeakers, raising fears of more bloodshed
among the district’s 2.5 million people.
In the latest fighting, U.S. soldiers
killed 12 militants Sunday in a series
of engagements in Shiite areas of
Baghdad, the military said.

Nine of them died after gunmen
attacked a U.S. checkpoint in Sadr
City with machine guns, rocket-propelled grenades and mortar shells,
military spokesman Lt. Col. Steve
Stover said. There was no report of
U.S. casualties.
The deaths were in addition to
seven armed “criminals” reported
killed by the military on Saturday in
Sadr City — two in gunbattles and
five in two separate airstrikes.
Iraqi police and hospital officials
also said six civilians — four men and
two boys ages 8 and 10 — died in
fighting in Sadr City after midnight.
“There was an uptick in violence
in comparison with the past couple of
weeks,” Stover said. “We’re not looking for a fight but what we are doing
is protecting the Iraqi people.”
A full-scale uprising by al-Sadr,
who led two rebellions against U.S.led forces in 2004, could lead to a
dramatic increase in violence in Iraq,
threatening the security gains since
President Bush ordered nearly 30,000
U.S. reinforcements to Iraq early last
year.
Nevertheless, al-Sadr appears
increasingly isolated politically, as
major Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish parties have rallied behind al-Maliki in
his showdown with the militias.

GIs under fire from friends as well as foes
Leila Fadel
MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

BAG H DA D — Three weeks
after U.S. troops were ordered into
the sprawling Shiite Muslim slum
of Sadr City to stop rockets from
raining down on the U.S. Embassy
compound in Baghdad’s Green Zone,
they’re caught in crossfire between
Shiite militiamen and the mostly
Shiite Iraqi army.
American soldiers who try to
move around this urban area, even
in the U.S. Army’s state-of-the-art
Stryker armored vehicles, risk being
ambushed. The soldiers in a platoon from the 25th Infantry Division
quickly learned that holding a position puts them in the line of fire from
both the Mahdi Army militia and the
U.S.-backed Iraqi forces.
The American soldiers can’t go
on the offensive from the run-down
two-story house they commandeered
in south Sadr City, but must hunker
down and wait to get shot at.
An Iraqi family evacuated the
house just before the fighting started.
It has rats and clogged toilets but no
electricity or hot water, and no air conditioning or heating. The American
soldiers have had one shower and
barely a change of clothes since they
got here.
Things got a lot worse around
noon last Saturday, when bullets
started flying at the house, targeting
soldiers on the rooftop and in the
rooms on the second floor.
“Where’s it coming from?” the
soldiers on the roof shouted to one
another.
“I think it’s coming from the
north and west,” one soldier said over
the radio. “Is the Iraqi army shooting
at us?”
Three times that day, the Iraqi
army unit just up the road from the
house was told to hold its fire because
its erratic shots were hitting the house
that its American allies occupied.
Three times, the Iraqis kept right
on shooting.
“They told them to stop shooting,” Lt. Adam Bowen, the platoon
leader, told his men of the 3rd platoon, Bravo Company, 2nd Stryker
Brigade Combat Team of the 25th
Infantry Division, from Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii.
More shots rang out.
“Well, that lasted,” said Sgt. David

WIRE REPORTS
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Obama says McCain
presidency would be
better than Bush’s tenure

READING, Pa. — Democrat Barack
Obama, who often argues that John McCain
is the same as President Bush, said Sunday
that the Republican presidential candidate
would be better for the country than Bush
has been.
“You have a real choice in this election.
Either Democrat would be better than John
McCain,” Obama said to cheers from a rowdy
crowd in central Pennsylvania. Then he said:
“And all three of us would be better than
George Bush.”
“But what you have to ask yourself is
who has the chance to actually really change
things in a fundamental way so that 10 years
from now or 20 years from now you can look
back and you can say, boy, we really moved in
a new direction and we put the country on a
better path,”Obama added as he wrapped up
an event at Reading High School.
Obama was trying to argue that he is the
better choice over Democratic rival Hillary
Rodham Clinton in Tuesday’s primary in
Pennsylvania. But the Illinois senator ended up
mixing in praise for McCain at the same time.
The comment threatened to undercut
Obama’s efforts _ and those of the entire
Democratic Party _ to portray the GOP presidential nominee-in-waiting as nothing more
than an extension of Bush’s unpopular tenure. At the very least, it provided fodder that
Republicans can use in the general election to
prop up McCain.

T  

Silent, secretive sect
goes on the defensive
in surprising public
relations campaign

S A N A N G E LO, Te x a s — Before
authorities raided their west Texas retreat,
members of a secretive polygamous church
spent decades holding as tightly to their
intense privacy as the Scriptures guiding
their way of life.
Contact with outsiders was limited. Media
inquiries were rejected with either stonefaced silence or a polite “no comment.”
But after Texas officials removed 416
children belonging to members of the
Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, the sect fired up the public
relations machine.
From newspaper stories to appearances
on morning network television, “Larry King
Live” and “Oprah,” FLDS women are speaking publicly about the heartbreak of being
separated from their children and sharing
some details of their life.
“This was just such a heinous thing
that the normal rules didn’t apply,” said Rod
Parker, a Salt Lake City attorney serving as a
spokesman for the church. “What we were
trying to do was inject a human element
into what was happening here. Put names
to faces and not just think of these people
as being so different.”

C

Colt’s grip on military rifle
market called a bad deal
for troops, taxpayers

L EILA FIDEL ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

For 16 days, the soldiers were holed up in a commandeered house in Baghdad’s Shiite slum of Sadr
City without power, clean clothes or hot food. Their mission: to stop the rain of rockets from the Mahdi
Army into the fortified Green Zone. Spc. Brodie Berkenbile, 20, of Athens, Tenn., lies on the hard stairs in
the home. In front of him are the pop tarts and ready to eat meals the soldiers have been living off of.
Stine, 28, of Iola, laughing.
One floor below, in a green pastel
living room decorated with a picture
of a Japanese garden and a bouquet

of plastic roses, Spc. Matthew Fisher
of Evansville, pointed his weapon out
the window, searching for snipers on
the rooftops.

His buddies call him “I Spy”
because of his knack for spotting
things and sometimes seeing things
that aren’t there.

HARTFORD, Conn. — No weapon
is more important to tens of thousands of
U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan than the
carbine rifle. And for well over a decade, the
military has relied on one company, Colt
Defense of Hartford, Conn., to make the M4s
they trust with their lives.
Now, as Congress considers spending
millions more on the guns, this exclusive
arrangement is being criticized as a bad
deal for American forces as well as taxpayers, according to interviews and research
conducted by The Associated Press.
“What we have is a fat contractor in Colt
who’s gotten very rich off our wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan,” says Sen. Tom Coburn,
R-Okla.
The M4, which can fire at a rate of 700 to
950 bullets a minute, is a shorter and lighter
version of the company’s M16 rifle first used
40 years ago during the Vietnam War. It
normally carries a 30-round magazine. At
about $1,500 apiece, the M4 is overpriced,
according to Coburn. It jams too often in
sandy environments like Iraq, he adds, and
requires far more maintenance than more
durable carbines.
“And if you tend to have the problem at
the wrong time, you’re putting your life on
the line,” says Coburn, who began examining the M4’s performance last year after
receiving complaints from soldiers. “The fact
is, the American GI today doesn’t have the
best weapon. And they ought to.”
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Berg, barbecue round out Alpha Week
Rapper Yung
Berg performs at
Fashion Show
Demarcus Hamilton
DAILY EGYPTIAN

People hoping to watch the main
event of the Alpha Phi Alpha Spring
Out barbecue had to get their wallets out to do so.
Rap artist Yung Berg performed
to an audience of several hundred at
the March of Dimes fashion show
at the Student Center Saturday
night because he arrived late to
the barbecue and then refused to
perform in the drizzly conditions.
The move made patrons pay $7 for
entrance to the fashion show, or $5
with a canned good. The concert
was originally free.
The
audience
members
remained seated until the rapper’s
last song, “Sexy Can I,” featuring
R&B singer Ray J, who was not
in attendance. Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc. received $13,710
from Undergraduate Student
Government to fund the performance, which lasted roughly half
an hour.
“We wanted to bring somebody
the students are familiar with,” said
Cergio Brown, president of Alpha
Phi Alpha. “Yung Berg is just getting started.”
USG allocated $8,450 for the
barbecue, which took place in the
courtyard of Shryock Auditorium
and provided free hot dogs, chicken
wings and hamburgers, along with
inflatable games.
“The show was straight. I’m just
glad they brought someone who

S TEPHEN R ICKERL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Rapper Yung Berg performs in the Student Center Ballroom Saturday night. The performance was hosted by Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.
is putting the Chi on the map,”
said Eric Madlock, a junior from
Chicago studying industrial technology.
The cookout, performance and
fashion show were the final events
of Spring Out week. The March of

Dimes fashion show, sponsored by
the fraternity and campus modeling
group Vanity Fashion Fair Models,
was the second annual show put on by
the organizations.
Proceeds from the show were
split between the March of Dimes

Foundation, an organization that
raises money to help children with
birth defects and health problems,
and the modeling group, which used
the money to help teach high school
students.
“I liked the fashion show but it’s

just too bad for people who had to
pay that just wanted to see the concert,” said Brock Wallace, a junior
from Peoria studying marketing.
DeMarcus Hamilton can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or youngmh@siu.edu.
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

You’re gay, I’m
not: so what?
SARAH LOHMAN
editor@siude.com

LYDIA B ARGIELSKI ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Every day, all the D
E’s editors sit down and
have a page one meeting. In this
meeting, we decide what news we
think is most important.
Not to us, but to our readership
and society as a whole.
Wednesday’s main photo was of a
couple kissing. The couple happened
to be two men.
The D E
does its best to give attention to every week and
month supporting
a group or trying to
make people aware of
a current issue.
Last week was
GLBT Awareness
Week, and we were aware.
The D E is not asking you to agree with the placement
of the photo or change your mind
about same-sex marriages. We simply want you to think.
Why are controversial issues
always considered bad? If you feel
awkward about it, why do you feel
awkward? What about this moment
makes you uncomfortable?
I myself am not a parent, but
have definitely had to answer some
uncomfortable questions raised by
children I know. Maybe if parents,

and all adults, weren’t so uncomfortable about the questions, their
children wouldn’t be uncomfortable
about the answers.
Some states recognize same-sex
marriages. And even couples in states
that don’t recognize them have lives
together. They have car payments
and mortgages and children.
Numerous studies have found
children raised in a same-sex home
fare just as well as those raised by a
heterosexual couple. The American
Psychological Association states children of gay and lesbian parents are
at no disadvantage psychologically
or socially compared to children of
heterosexual parents.
During this time
when many children’s
biological parents are
separated and have two
families or single parents with boyfriends
and girlfriends, I think
any couple who knows
what true love is and wants
to be together should have that right.
While our state does not recognize same-sex marriages, I hope it
does some day.
My personal perspective on the
issue came from a button I picked
up at a GLBT round table I covered
for the D E last year as
a reporter:
“I’m straight but not narrow.”
Lohman is a junior
studying journalism.

PESSIMISTICALLY OPTIMSTIC

Why don’t you graduate, already?

JORDAN WILSON
jordanwilson04
@yahoo.com

Finishing school in four years is an
anomaly of sorts in today’s university
life. It seems like everyone and his
Top Five Facebook friends are on the
nine-semester or five-year plan.
Granted, there’s nothing wrong
with taking your time. But for some
of us broke folk, an extra semester
or two is not an option. So here, I’m
going to share some hints on finishing school in time.
It is possible, even after transfer-

ring and taking a semester off for an
internship. That’s the route I went.
Here are the three rules to get
your butt the heck out
of Dodge.
1. Get a plan,
man.
I can’t tell you how
many times I’ve heard
the following conversation:
Person No. 1:
“This sucks. I just
found out I had to stay an extra
semester.”
Person No. 2: “Why?”
P1: “Because this class I need is
only offered in the fall and I couldn’t
fit it into my schedule.”

P2: “That sucks.”
You’ve heard this conversation, too.
It happens too much. So, avoid this
situation. It’s called
planning.
Why does everyone wait until the end
of his junior year to
check on his graduation status? By your
sophomore year, you
should know what
classes you still need
to take, when they are offered, and
make a rough outline of your class
schedule that would allow you to
graduate.
If you don’t do this, you’re going to
become Person No. 1 soon.

For some of us
broke folk, an
extra semester
or two is not
an option.

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

2. Summer is funner.
Don’t lie to yourself.
Your friends back home are the
same deadbeats they were in high
school and your hometown would be
better off deep in the abyss.
Why go home after the spring
semester? Try taking summer classes
at SIU, or even at a junior college
near your home. My experience with
summer classes has been great. Your
teachers may cancel class because it’s
going to be nice out or admit they
went out drinking the night before.
Oh, and you can get like nine
credits in two months without breaking a sweat.
3. Distance is the key.
Take an Individualized Learning

Program through the Division of
Continuing Education. It seems like
the majority of students don’t know
what an ILP class is.
Basically, you can take one while
you’re still in Carbondale or while
you are back home. There’s no class
meeting time and you work at your
own place. There are a ton of different
classes available to take this way (I
knocked out half my minor).
Best of all, you can file for a yearlong extension if you complete a
certain percentage of your course by
a certain time. Check with them for
details though before you take this
column to the bank.
Wilson is a senior studying journalism.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Illinois, this is a big deal.
“ For people inIt’scentral
not like California.
”

David Behm
of Philo, Ill.
on the 5.4-magnitude earthquake Friday
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TALK TO THE THUMB

Thumbin’ in election style
ANDY FRUTH
afruth@siu.edu

Thumbs Down to the bombshell
released during elections alleging corruption in the Undergraduate Student
Government president’s office.
Misuse of the student activity fee
is nothing new. As sad as it is, it happens all the time. If certain people in
USG are upset that Alpha Phi Alpha
received a 600 percent increase in
funding, they should have spoken up
and fought it when it was brought
to the meeting for approval, not wait
and make a fuss out of it later. The
really sad thing is that each year we
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have almost a half million dollars
generated by the student activity fee,
but when was the last time you saw a
half million dollars worth of activities
on this campus?
Thumbs Up to the overwhelming
support for the “green” fee referendum. Despite what some may tell
you, not all fees are evil on this campus. The “green” fee will help the university invest in more energy-efficient
technology that will save it millions
of dollars.
Thumbs Down to the poor
turnout for student elections, which
further emphasizes my feelings that
the average, everyday student simply
doesn’t care about who represents
them on the student government and
on the Board of Trustees.
You’ve got to love the apathy on

this campus.
Thumbs Up to Election
Commissioner John Teresi’s original
idea to use a company that specializes
in student elections for our elections
on campus. The secure system would
have allowed students to vote through
a link in their SIU Webmail accounts.
USG said no because they had
concerns over poll watching and
many thought the system couldn’t be
monitored. If they only knew then
what they knew now, maybe they
would have decided to go with the
secure online election system.
Instead, they went with one that
allows students to vote more than
once and allows graduate students to
vote for USG, which I was encouraged to do and did at the Student
Center Polling Place.

Thumbs Down to election
commission member Ed Ford for
trying to influence the outcome of
the elections by allegedly encouraging people not to vote for the “green”
fee and making statements such as
“Windmills kill birds,” and “The
‘green’ fee will be hijacked by the
university.”
Ford, who was paid out of the student activity fee to be a poll worker,
seemed to be up to his old bag of
tricks for anyone that has dealt with
him in the past. Ford’s distrust of
the university administration and his
opinion on the “green” fee are two
separate issues.
Fruth is a graduate student studying
curriculum and instruction.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Check out this laundry list
D E:
Let me begin with my favorite quote from
Thursday’s D E article “USG senators ostracize Burns.” Brandon Allen enlightens
us, saying, “I don’t care what you do to win an
election, but don’t air out our partially dirty laundry to the DE and make our senate and our government look so terrible.”
Thank you Brandon Allen, you have given me
exactly what I need to write this letter.
You can do anything to win an election
— including corrupting the voting system, or perhaps better, taking advantage of an already corrupt
system. Despite the unnecessary complication of
the ballots, there was no security. The card reader

Kissing showed standards
D E:
I am writing regarding Leigh Ann
Kristiansen’s letter on her disappointment in
the D E over its daring to publish
a photo of two men kissing. On the contrary, I
want to commend the DE for its commitment
to high journalistic standards and choosing to

Mock wedding opened eyes
D E:
I wanted to write a letter thanking the D
E for printing the mock wedding article
on the front page.
As one of the grooms, it was a very big day
for me. A lot of preparation was put into this
event by all the members of the Saluki Rainbow
Network. We worked hard to make sure the word
was out about this wedding, and advertisements
were done. Peaceful activism can be difficult when

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

was not working in the Student Center, students
were not allowed to put their ballots directly in the
ballot box and there was usually only one person
at the voting table. I don’t believe I need to be any
more explicit on why this is a perfect setup for one
to erase those No. 2 pencil markings and change
votes.
It is also a very real possibility that people were
voting more than once. I was greeted by a friend
coming from the polls saying, “You can go vote
again; they’re not swiping cards.” While I am ethical enough to not take this advice, it is certainly
likely that others took advantage of such an obvious polling-place flub.
Next, I turn to the second part of Brandon
Allen’s quote, “ ... don’t air out our partially dirty
laundry to the DE.” This is not only an admittance of having dirty laundry, but a plea to keep it
dirty. Should we not be thankful that Dylan Burns

is trying to deal with the Undergraduate Student
Government’s stench by airing out a corrupt
leader? If USG is worried about people finding
out about its corruption, then instead of hiding
it, it should do things to avoid said corruption
— namely, don’t let Demetrous White corrupt it
anymore.
I believe that White is in USG for his own
political gain and for his friends’ enjoyment. He is
misusing our money, yet unfortunately has enough
beneficiaries (honest or not) to give him the support needed to win student trustee.
This is an outrage and the only thing that can
solve this is a re-vote for the position of student
trustee.

print a photo and run a story that reflects the
reality of modern American life.
Your high standards are also evident in your
decision to print Ms. Kristiansen’s letter, representing the other side of the street, so to speak.
I also want to commend Matt Dolph and O.J.
Duncan for their courage in publicly standing up against the very social pressures Ms.
Kristiansen’s viewpoint represents. We need
more of that around here — more standing up

in public for what you believe.
If Ms. Kristiansen thinks these issues inappropriate for her smaller children, maybe she
should read them a children’s book before bed
instead of the DE. This is a paper for adults,
where the issues of the day are presented without censorship to a mature audience.

people can just turn a blind eye to what is happening. By giving us a voice in the media, you
have helped us give information about a bill that
is important to everyone.
Civil unions are not only for gays, lesbians,
bisexuals, transgenders and queers. HR 1826 will
help elderly people who don’t want to get married
to the person they love because they will lose pension benefits. It will be available for people of all
sexual orientations. Churches will not be required
to perform ceremonies or recognize the unions.
It will extend rights taken for granted by
many to people who want them; including medical benefits, hospital visitation and estate rights.

Andrea Wallace

senior studying speech communication

Charles Groce

Carbondale resident
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NOTICE
The D E is a “designated
public forum.” Student editors have
authority to make all content decisions
without censorship or advance approval.

COPYRIGHT INFO
© 2008 D E. All rights
reserved. All content is property of
the D E and may not
be reproduced or transmitted without
consent. The D E is a
member of the Illinois College Press
Association, Associated Collegiate
Press and College Media Advisers Inc.

PUBLISHING INFO
The goal of the wedding was to let people know
that this legislation was moving through the
house. It doesn’t matter what side of the issue you
are on — make your voice heard. E-mail your
representatives and let them know how you feel
about it.
I applaud the DE for having the guts to put
the picture of two people who love each other
kissing on the cover of the paper. With your help,
people are now aware of an issue that affects
everyone.

O.J. Duncan

freshman studying microbiology

• Phone number required to verify authorship (number
will not be published). Students must include year and
major. Faculty must include rank and department.
Non-academic staff include position and department.
Others include hometown.

The D E is published by the
students of Southern Illinois University.
Offices are in the Communications
Building, Room 1259, at Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale,
Carbondale, IL 62901. Bill Freivogel,
fiscal officer. First copy is free; each
additional copy 50 cents. Mail
subscriptions available.

EDITORIAL POLICY
O W is the consensus of the D
E Editorial Board on local,
national and global issues
affecting the Southern Illinois University
community. Viewpoints expressed in
columns and letters to the editor do not
necessarily reflect those of the D
E.

• Letters and guest columns can be sent to
voicesdesk@gmail.com.
• We reserve the right to not publish any letter
or guest column.
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Gloria Bode says
turn to page 14 for
more Pulse fun.
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Contenting, collaborative Kung Fu
Julie Engler
DAILY EGYPTIAN
‘The Forbidden Kingdom’
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Jet Li, Jackie Chan, Michael
Angarano
Directed by Rob Minkoff
Run time: 113 minutes

Jackie Chan and Jet Li have
finally met their matches: each
other.
“Forbidden Kingdom” is the first
collaboration between on-screen
martial arts masters Chan and Li,
and fans of either of the two are in
for some serious indulgence.
The storyline follows young
Jason (Michael Angarano), a huge
fan of martial arts films in Boston.
One day, a group of young city
thugs, led by martial arts fight- also plays the fluid and hilarious
er Morgan Benoit, threaten him drunken fighter, and even though
into robbing the store of Old Hop his role as the aged Hop isn’t quite
(Chan), from whom he buys all his as different as Li’s, it’s still a great
films. When things turn sour and test of skill for both actors to take
Hop is shot, Jason grabs an ancient up two different roles in one film.
Chinese staff to defend himself and
Li and Chan perform some
suddenly travels back in time on a beautifully choreographed fighting
whole new adventure.
scenes, but they don’t steal the
The weapon belongs to the spotlight from the other fighters.
Monkey King (Li) and Angarano’s Angarano does some fancy work
mission is to return it to him. The — after he learns Kung Fu from
only problem is that
the masters —
the Monkey King
though his fighting
was encased in stone
obviously isn’t as
4 out of 5 stars
refined and pracyears ago and the
powerful Jade army
ticed. Still, he gives
wants the staff.
it a good shot, and usually gets
Who better to have as protectors beaten down.
than Lu Yan (Chan), a drunkenAngarano isn’t the best pick for
fist-fighting Kung Fu master, and the savior of the Monkey King, but
the Silent Monk (also played by Li)? he does all right. He’s not a bad
Together they teach Jason enough actor, but something about him
Kung Fu to defend himself and set just seems a little off for the role.
on a mission to return the staff to Obviously, he plays an outsider
the Monkey King so he will rule the who’s given an incredible task, but
his performance just seemed to lack
land once again.
The dual roles of Li and Chan a little bit of experience.
are both amusing and serious. The
For a plot that was lightheartMonkey King is a hilarious little ed and abundant with fantasy, the
furry guy that can kick some serious movie had the right amount of
butt. But his role as the Monk is action, storytelling and comedy.
equivocally serious and strict. Chan The fight scenes were extended

PROVIDED

PHOTO

but anticipative, especially the fight
between Li and Chan before they
join.
The two are natural comedians,
too, such as in the scene where Chan
is trying to make it rain after days of
the group wandering in the desert.
He thinks he’s succeeded, until he
looks up and realizes that it’s actually
just Li playing a dirty trick.
Because of the strong charisma between the two fighters,
Angarano is often left out of the
group, and it becomes obvious that
although he’s the main character,
he’s not in the leading role. He
does, however, pair up well with the
young Golden Sparrow (Liu Yifei),
who seeks revenge for the death
of her parents, but isn’t much of a
skilled fighter.
“Forbidden Kingdom” might
have a few flaws, but the film teeters on the bridge between exciting
action and light-hearted fun. With
a driving force as powerful as Li
and Chan, director Rob Minkoff
succeeded in piecing together an
enjoyable movie with just enough
of all the right elements.
Julie Engler can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or julie86@siu.edu.
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University spokesman Tom Wolf
said the administration believes its offer
is fair. SIU President Glenn Poshard
and interim Chancellor Sam Goldman
were consulted when drafting the proposal, Wolf said.
Wolf said the administration also had
to consider the state budget problems
while negotiating. Gov. Rod Blagojevich
has said up to one-twelfth of the university’s funding — roughly $8 million
— could be withheld to fill a hole in the
state budget.
Although the administration believes
it made a good offer, Wolf said talks
could continue if the union initiated
them.
“If the association wants to come
back to the table, the administration is
willing to continue discussions on economic issues,” he said.
Faculty Association President Marvin
Zeman said the civil service union is
dealing with some of the same issues his
association confronted during previous
negotiations. The issue of parity, or factoring in peer salaries when determining
raises, is an important one, he said.
As a mathematics professor, Zeman
said he has come to appreciate the contributions of civil service employees.
“The reason I can do my job, which
is to teach students, is because I have the
wonderful support from the civil service
staff in the department of mathematics,”
he said.
Lilley said the association had discussed plans for what might happen if
the two parties could not come to an
agreement but she declined to elaborate. Because the employees are working without a contract, she said they
are no longer bound by a “no strike”
clause.
“(Striking) isn’t something that we
hope to have to do, but it’s not beyond
the realm of possibility,” she said.
Joe Crawford can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or jcrawford@siude.com.

Students in the
Saluki Rainbow
Network
staged a
‘Kiss-in’ at
the Student
Center Friday
afternoon. The
final event of
GLBT awareness
month saw
Rainbow
Network
students
holding hands
and kissing
in the halls in
order to gauge
reactions and
raise awareness
to other
students.
B RANDON C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

PDA with a purpose at ‘Kiss-in’
Luke McCormick
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Students in the Saluki Rainbow Network had
more on their agenda Friday in the Student Center
than enjoying a McDonald’s value meal.
A “Kiss-in” was staged to see public reaction to
public displays of affection between students in the
Rainbow Network. Three couples moved around
the first floor of the Student Center, holding hands
and stopping to kiss periodically.
The “Kiss-in” was the last event of GLBT
Awareness Week, which also put on a mock wedding and welcomed the Rev. Mel White, a gay
Christian minister, as a speaker.
Courtney Shelby, a sophomore from Rockford
studying journalism, said she hoped this event and
the others during the week would open up people’s

‘‘A

lot of people feel it is OK if you’re gay, just as long as they don’t have to
see it. That’s not very realistic. We’re just trying to get it out there.

minds a little bit around campus.
Andrea Krueger, a junior from Milford
studying mortuary science, said the group is trying to break down the heteronormativity that is
so prevalent on campus.
“A lot of people feel it is OK if you’re gay,
just as long as they don’t have to see it,” Krueger
said. “That’s not very realistic. We’re just trying
to get it out there.”
Stephenie DeArcangelis, a sophomore from
Crete studying creative writing, said the Rainbow
Network’s graduate adviser Stacia Creek came up

— Andrea Krueger
junior studying mortuary science

with the idea after she was involved in a similar
event at a mall.
DeArcangelis said most people see peopleand
assume they are straight and that is not always the
correct assumption. The students involved just wanted to put their affection in the public eye, she said.
“There are people who are GLBT on this
campus and we do no want to be invisible,”
DeArcangelis said.
Luke McCormick can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or lmccorm2@siu.edu.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black
by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday: Opposites
attract, but they don’t always get
along. Agreement isn’t mandatory in
a good relationship, although compromise probably is. You’ll get lots of
practice developing that skill this year.
To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) —
Today is a 5 — Mum’s the word,
especially regarding your finances.
Don’t talk about anyone else’s, either.
Save yourself a lot of trouble.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) —
Today is an 8 — Glean useful information from another’s unwelcome
advice. There’s no point in arguing, but
you may have to anyway. You don’t
like to be pushed around, even by one
with good intentions.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) —
Today is a 6 — If you’re doing the
kind of work you love, Monday isn’t so
bad. If you’re not, give some thought
to what you need to change. Educate
yourself.

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Deeply
engrossed
5 Primitive
calculators
10 Laughter sounds
14 Continuously
15 Punctuation
mark
16 Bahrain ruler
17 Little more than
18 Perch
19 Memorization
method
20 Kentucky Derby
to some
23 Chicago team
24 King of France
25 Respiratory
disorder
28 Manacle
33 2007 Kentucky
Derby winner
35 Dent starter?
36 Poker holding
37 Morsel for
dobbin
38 Sense
39 O.T. book
40 33A’s rider
44 Chemical
compound
46 Imitation gold
alloy
47 Hide-hair link
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Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is an 8 — There’s a chance somebody
will actually ask you for your opinion.
If that happens, be ready. Here’s your
chance to make a point.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is
a 5 — Let the others; you’ve heard it
all before. Do what you know will be
required and don’t worry about the
rest. It may change, anyway.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is a 9 — You’re so intensely involved in
a personal project that you might forget an important routine chore. Better
go through your checklists again, just
to be on the safe side.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today
is a 5 — Best not to talk about a
scheme you’re working on. Wait until
you have it a little further developed.
You can still change your mind before
you go public.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) —
Today is a 9 — The opposition only
makes you more determined to succeed. Adopt their best suggestions and
you’re even farther ahead.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
— Today is a 6 — You can see the
practical applications of your current
endeavors. What you’re doing doesn’t
have to be fun. There’ll be time enough
for that later.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —
Today is an 8 — Friends have got
some big ideas. Don’t let them talk
you into spending more than you can
afford. You’re the one with the good
sense, remember?
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— Today is a 5 — It’s not a good
day to make suggestions. Do what’s
expected and try not to attract much
attention to yourself. Somebody’s on
the warpath.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) —
Today is an 8 — Something you were
worried about turns out to be pretty
scary. Once it’s over you’ll be much
stronger, if you’re prepared, of course.

(c) 2008, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

48 Miner’s entrance
49 Kentucky Derby
track
56 Corker
57 Related on
mother’s side
58 Sounds of
amazement
60 Vessels for ashes

61 Pursuing
62 Pull (for)
63 Humdrum
64 Active sorts
65 Low joint
DOWN
1 Dream letters
2 Declare

9 “ER” extras
10 Brave
11 Book after Joel
12 Sexologist Shere
13 Greek god of
war
21 Seethe with
anger
22 Was a passenger
25 Meat stock jelly
26 Hidden store
27 Courtroom
event
28 Throw with
effort
29 Debate side
30 Wombs
31 Emancipated
32 French girl
34 Auctioneer’s last

3 Country in the
Andes
4 Digging
machine
5 Circus performer
6 Crude dudes
7 Oodles
8 Bobby’s
blackjack

word
38 Soccer skill
40 Gator’s cousin
41 Mindless
individual
42 Non-verbal
consenters
43 Panache
45 Headlong
assault
48 Change
49 Simple weapon
50 Throw
51 Forearm bone
52 Scuttlebutt
53 After time
54 Lunch time
55 Oxford or
brogue
59 Sault __ Marie

by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

BADIE
©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

DONSY
BADCUT
www.jumble.com

GRUNNE

Sudoku

A:

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

Friday’s
Yesterday’s
Saturday’s
answers

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to
to Saturday’s
Friday’s puzzle
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

”
(Answers tomorrow)
TWILL
PARCH
SECEDE
ZEALOT
NIMBLE
SHANTY
ALIAS
Jumbles: MINCE
Why workers
the young
king refused
to wear
a
Answer: The
described
the nasty
tycoon
Answer:
IT WAS
OLD “HAT”
crown
as
— A—MAN
OF “MEANS”
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‘88 Minutes’ too long ‘Sarah Marshall’ is adorable
Wes Lawson

this movie is a suspect and everyone
spends most of the movie staring
ominously at Gramm, because the
‘88 Minutes’
writer desperately doesn’t want us
Rated: R
to know the truth until the end. Of
Starring: Al Pacino, Alicia Witt, Leelee
Sobieski
course, director Jon Avnet includes
Directed by Jon Avnet
a really obvious shot about 10 minRuntime: 108 minutes
utes into the film that reveals the
killer to anyone with a brain. Even
There have been worse films the director seems to be rebelling
released this year than “88 Minutes” against the awfulness of the mateand there are likely to be worse films rial.
Worse still is the number of
still coming down the turnpike.
However, it’s unlikely any of them holes the screenplay has, such as
are going to be as hilariously bad the fact the killer can be in four
as “88 Minutes” and none of them places at once, and the misogyniswill star a once great actor who is in tic slant revealed in the slaying of
desperate need of a payday.
young naked women who are hung
Al Pacino is about the only sav- upside down. Gramm’s assistant is
ing grace of “88 Minutes,” which is a lesbian merely so she can betray
one of the dumbest thrillers to be him with her lesbianism at a crucial
released in quite some time. It has moment — real classy.
been sitting on the shelf at Tristar
Come to think of it, most of the
for nearly a year and they should characters are only there to serve
have made the wiser
the plot. Gramm’s
assistant teacher
choice to dump it
(Alicia Witt) pretty
on video and move
1 out of 5 stars
on.
much follows him
Pacino plays Jack Gramm, a col- around and asks really stupid queslege professor and forensic psychia- tions the whole time so the auditrist (now there’s a job description) ence members can get the whole
who spends most of his time hitting movie force-fed to them.
It helps that Pacino ist here
on girls, drinking and making merriment. Gramm has just put away to ease the pain, since this movie
John Forster, a man who is now on would not have gotten a theatrical
death row based on entirely circum- release without him. He’s watchable
stantial evidence given by Gramm. even at his most slummy, so he gets
But lo and behold, a copycat killer a pass here.
is on the loose, aptly named The
Deborah Kara Unger, Witt and
Seattle Slayer (feel the creativity Ben McKenzie do what they can
oozing from the screenplay?). As with the lines, which means reading
Gramm is walking across campus, them without bursting into laughhe gets the phone call that tells him ter. The unforgivable performance
he has 88 minutes to live. For the award goes to Leelee Sobieski, who
next 88 minutes, Gramm fights for is so laughably bad as one of the
his life and tries to figure out who female students it’s a miracle her
the killer is even as he is clearly performance made the final cut.
being framed for the slayings.
Her enunciations during her final
From the opening scene, it’s scene are the stuff of legend.
In case you couldn’t tell, “88
clear the movie is going nowhere
fast and Pacino is going to be our Minutes” is a horrid movie that
guide through the madness. It’s barely passes as entertainment
difficult to talk about “88 Minutes” unless viewed as a comedy. The most
without feverishly ranting about its frightening thing is Avnet is directpoor quality, so hopefully this all ing the upcoming DeNiro/Pacino
makes sense.
film “Righteous Kill.” Hopefully
Remember that episode of “The that movie isn’t anywhere near as
Simpsons” that contained a dog with bad as this one.
shifty eyes? If that dog had appeared
in “88 Minutes,” it would have
Wes Lawson can be reached at
made complete sense. Everyone in 536-3311 ext. 275 or w4027@siu.edu.
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Saluki
second
baseman
Owen
Mackedon
jumps
to catch
a throw
during
Tuesday’s
matchup.
The Salukis
dropped
two of three
games to
Wichita
State
during the
weekend,
losing
their third
Missouri
Valley
Conference
series this
season.
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S TEPHEN
R ICKERL
E GYPTIAN

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

16

“Shawn
was
unbelievable
(Saturday),” Callahan said in a written
statement. “He had great command
of three pitches and kept them off
balance.”
In Friday’s 10-0 loss, not much went

right as Saluki junior starting pitcher
Cody Adams (2-3) was roughed up for
nine runs in three innings of work.
The offense only mustered
four hits in seven innings off Rob
Musgrave (5-1).
Matt Hartwig can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 282 or mhartwig@siu.edu.

Wes Lawson
DAILY EGYPTIAN
‘Forgetting Sarah Marshall’
Rated: R
Starring: Jason Segel, Kristen Bell, Mila
Kunis, Russell Brand
Directed by Nicholas Stoller
Run time: 112 minutes

In a bizarre sort of way, a new
R-rated, Judd-Apatow-produced
film is becoming an oddly comforting sight. The movie may deal
with characters discussing sexual
conquests in a depraved manner,
but in the end, the movie will have
a lot of honesty and a great big
heart.
“Forgetting Sarah Marshall” is
no exception to this rule. Although
it’s not nearly as explosively funny
Segel, who also wrote the
as “Knocked Up” or “Superbad,” it script, knows a thing or two about
still provides ample laughter and male heartbreak and several of the
a sweet story that’s equally honest events in the film are ripped from
and hilarious.
his own life, including the hilarious
Peter Bretter ( Jason Segel), opening scene in which he bares it
a composer, and Sarah Marshall all (literally and figuratively) for
(Kristen Bell), an actress, have the camera, multiple times.
been a couple for several years,
It also helps that director
both working on a show called Nicholas Stoller has assembled
“Crime Scene.” One day, Sarah quite a cast. Brand and Segel do
comes home and breaks up with well in the male roles, especially
Peter, reducing his life to a series Brand as a crazy, drugged-out rock
of one-night stands and insane star.
crying outbursts.
The real stars here are the
His stepbrother advises him to women. Despite being a tad
take a vacation, so Peter goes to underwritten, both Bell and Kunis
Hawaii, where he gets to the hotel are adorable and have great comeand discovers Sarah is staying there dic timing, which is hard to have
with her new rock star boyfriend and be noticed for in the maleAldous (Russell Brand). Luckily dominated world of comedy.
he meets Rachel
Watch the din(Mila Kunis), a
ner scene where
hotel employee who
the two couples
are forced to eat
helps him forget
4 out of 5 stars
Sarah Marshall.
together for some
The movie doesn’t offer too great meta-humor targeted directmany surprises or insane plot ly at Bell’s career.
twists, which is to be expected
The movie is almost like a
from an Apatow production. What reunion for all of the Apatow regit does extremely well is show the ulars. Paul Rudd and Jonah Hill
interactions between adults and pop up in small roles that provide
the deep-seeded inadequacies big laughs before they even say
men feel about themselves after anything. Jack McBrayer from “30
Rock” also appears as a recently
breakups.
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married man who can’t please
his wife, leading to some of the
movie’s best (if a bit superfluous)
moments.
If the film has a flaw, it’s in its
familiarity. Not much of the material on display here hasn’t been
covered in the previous Apatow
efforts, and the formula he has
created runs the risk of growing
stale. The film isn’t nearly as funny
as the previous films Apatow has
produced, despite the fact that this
is more of a romantic film than a
comedic one.
It’s too easy these days to flood
the market with a product if it’s
successful, so Apatow would be
wise to take a step back and maybe
let his films come out a bit further
apart, so as not to run the risk of
tiring out his fans.
It sounds like faint praise to
say “Forgetting Sarah Marshall”
is middle-of-the-road Apatow,
but it’s not, since it’s still funnier
than 80 percent of the comedies
released theatrically. It’s a great
date movie, a good movie for guys
and a wonderful movie for anyone
who was desperate to ever see a
Dracula musical with puppets.
Wes Lawson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or w4027@siu.edu.
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Sports

Chicago White Sox designated hitter Jim Thome hit his 512th homer Sunday. The
blast tied him with Hall of Famers Ernie Banks and Eddie Mathews for 19th place on
the all-time list. Does Thome belong in the Hall of Fame despite never winning a Most
Valuable Player award?
“Thome would get in the Hall of
JEFF
Fame if I had a vote. I always enjoyed
ENGELHARDT
the way he played the game; the guy
could hit for power and came up with a
jengel
lot of clutch hits. I don’t think you need
@siu.edu
an MVP award to get in.”

“Any time you’re among the 20 best
in the league at something you deserve
to be in the Hall of Fame. Thome only
needs 10 more home runs to pass Ted
Williams and Willie McCovey on the list.
Both are Hall of Famers and Thome is
too. Plus, he never did steroids as far as
we know.”

MEGAN KRAMPER
megkramp
@siu.edu
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The play of the game belonged to
Dieker, who threw a 20-yard touchdown pass to freshman wide receiver
Marc Cheatham through two defenders while getting hit to the sidelines.
Cheatham and Dieker also hooked up
for a 28-yard gain on a reception over
the middle.
Lennon said it’s still too early to
name a starter since both quarterbacks
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Blaylock said the team talked
about the threat Oltman presented
but stayed confident and still came out
with an attacking mindset.
Freshman pitcher Nikki Waters
tried to help the team rebound in
game two but gave up a three-run
home run in the top of the first.
The Salukis got off to a strong start
in the bottom of the first with senior
left fielder Tiffanie Dismore getting
on base with a single before stealing
second.
Wilson would drive Dismore
home on a double to help cut the
lead to 3-1.
SIU’s momentum came to a halt

MATT HARTWIG
mhartwig
@siu.edu

“512 home runs is a feat in itself.
Both Banks and Mathews are in the
hall but I think Thome has more left in
his career that he will reach at least the
600 home run mark, eventually getting him into the Hall of Fame.”

S ALUKI TRACKER
Lance Irvin

Lance Irvin became
the newest Saluki this
weekend when he was
officially introduced as
an assistant coach for
the men’s basketball
team. Irvin is a former
assistant coach at
Southern Methodist,
Missouri and Texas
A&M among other
schools.

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

continue to impress.
“They moved the football and put
the ball in the end zone a few times,”
Lennon said. “It was an encouraging
day for the overall quarterbacks but I
have not made a decision on who is
number one yet.”
Defensively the Salukis had no
problem adjusting to the new 3-4
set. Linebackers Chauncey Mixon
and Brandin Jordan combined for six
tackles and two sacks while red shirt
freshman Nick King had four tackles

from the cornerback position.
Lennon said the defense has had
the upper hand during spring practices so he was not surprised with its
performance, but he added that the
offense took a big step in the right
direction.
“We got an offense in that looked
like we knew what we were doing,”
Lennon said. “There is still a lot of
learning that needs to happen but
for right now I am happy with our
progress.”

when Waters threw a series of illegal
pitches that prompted Blaylock to
make a pitching change and send
junior reliever Katie McNamara to
the circle in the second inning.
McNamara couldn’t slow the
Bluejays’ offense as it exploded for
four more runs in the top of the second and won by a final score of 9-2.
Five seniors, Lauren Haas, Clare
Ford, Dismore, Krystal Stein and
Becky Wegmann, were honored in a
post-game ceremony after Saturday’s
doubleheader.
Blaylock couldn’t hide her emotions as she spoke to the crowd about
the efforts from the five both on and
off the field.
Haas said a sweep on senior
weekend is unfortunate but sweeps

are hard to deal with at any point in
the season.
“We hit pretty well, but we just
didn’t hit enough,” Haas said.
A chance of possibly seeing the
Bluejays in the championship game
of the MVC tournament, which will
be played at Charlotte West Stadium,
gives Blaylock the confidence to beat
them come tournament time.
“That’s what I just told the
kids, you know you can beat them,”
Blaylock said. “And that’s what we
got out of this weekend. Come May
7, 8 and 9, we know we can beat
them.”
The Salukis will wrap up play at
4 p.m. Wednesday at Charlotte West
Stadium for the season in a non-conference doubleheader.

in No. 1 singles and won his match
against Bradley, but fell in the longest
match of the day Sunday after two
tiebreakers.
The Salukis improved to 9-12
overall and 2-3 in conference.
SIU will head to Omaha, Neb.,
Friday to compete in the MVC
Tournament.
The Saluki women split weekend
matches, defeating Bradley 4-3 and
losing to Illinois State 5-2 on the
road.
After dropping the doubles
point to Bradley, SIU rallied to
take four of six singles matches.

Senior Sabine Tsala Mvilongo,
sophomore Martina Vianna Ce,
senior Amanda Tallifer and sophomore Jessica Flannery all picked up
singles victories.
SIU also dropped the doubles point against Illinois State
Sunday but failed to rally in singles. Mvilongo and Flannery were
the only two Salukis to win their
matches against the Redbirds.
The Salukis fell to 11-11 overall and 4-4 in conference play.
The women will also return to
action Friday in Omaha for
the tournament.

SPORT BRIEF

SIU tennis finishes
regular season
The SIU men’s tennis team
picked up a pair of conference wins
during the weekend to secure the
No. 4 seed in the Missouri Valley
Conference Tournament.
The Salukis defeated Bradley
7-0 Saturday and Illinois State 5-2
Sunday in Carbondale. Junior Hugo
Vidal, sophomore Anton Leonenko,
and freshman Sebastian Rubiano
and Chase Miller were all perfect in
singles play through both meets.
Sophomore Lucas Waked played
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INSIDER, page 15: Who do you think should brace
the walls in the Hall of Fame?
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Salukis swept on senior weekend

A PRIL 21, 2008

BASEBALL

Salukis
finish 1-2 in
topsy-turvy
weekend
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Seniors
Becky
Weggman,
left, and
Lauren Haas,
hug during
a senior day
ceremony
after
Saturday’s
doubleheader
at Charlotte
West Stadium.
The Salukis
were swept
by Creighton
in the
team’s final
conference
series at home
on the season.
J AKE L OCKARD
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Final MVC series
dropped at home
Megan Kramper
DAILY EGPYTIAN

With their rivals on their turf for
senior weekend, the Salukis couldn’t
find a way to pick up a win.
The SIU softball team dropped all
three games against Missouri Valley
Conference leader Creighton (33-13,
11-2 MVC) in its final home conference series of the season.
After dropping both games
Saturday, the Salukis looked to redeem
themselves Sunday but gave up a 3-0
lead to get swept for the second time

this season in conference play and
the first time against Creighton since
2001.
Coach Kerri Blaylock said pitching efforts from freshman Danielle
Glosson and a solid offensive campaign weren’t enough to finish off the
Bluejays.
“That’s why they are picked to win
the conference,” Blaylock said. “Their
No. 2,3,4 and 5 hitters just bore down
and got the big hits.”
On Sunday, the Salukis tried to
forget about a two-run loss against
the Bluejays a day earlier, but couldn’t
hold a three-run lead as they dropped
the game 5-3.
The Salukis (24-19, 10-7) used an
RBI single by junior third baseman

Katie Wagner and a two-run homer
by junior catcher Jayme Wamsley to
go up 3-0 in the bottom of the second.
The Salukis couldn’t hold the lead
as Creighton slugger T.J. Eadus hit
an RBI-triple in the top of the fourth
and RBI-double in the top of the
sixth to tie the game 3-3.
Bluejay junior shortstop Bailey
Dawson put the game out of reach
with a two run home run in the top
of the seventh.
Sophomore Katie Wilson said
the team was over-confident with a
three-run lead and became content
as the game went along.
“They came back and scored in
the top of the seventh and you try

to press for a run but it’s hard when
you only have one chance to come
back,” Wilson said.
In game one Saturday, Glosson
took a shutout into the top of the
fifth when Creighton’s Michelle
Graner hit a solo home run over the
left field fence to give the Bluejays the
game-winning run for a 1-0 win.
The Salukis threatened the lead
numerous times but couldn’t get a
run across the plate as they stranded
eight base runners and struggled
to make contact against Creighton
pitcher Tara Oltman who struck
out a season-high 12 batters in the
game.
See SOFTBALL, Page 15

FOOTBALL

Warner turns
on the wheels
Junior running back scores three
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Up on his toes and staring through
his facemask, Marty Rodgers eyed his
next victim.
The sophomore safety had just
added running back Richard White
to his hit list with a punishing blow
heard throughout McAndrew
Stadium. Rogers was determined to
do the same to junior running back
Larry Warner.
As Warner took the ball right
before cutting back to the left,
Rodgers was the only man in front
of him. Primed for the hit, Rodgers
nearly fell out of his cleats as Warner
executed a juke that left him on the
ground to watch the back scamper
into the end zone after 65 yards.
The touchdown against one of
the SIU football team’s most stingy

defenders was the first of three by
Warner Saturday as he highlighted
the Salukis’ spring scrimmage with
101 yards on 12 carries.
“He is as quick as they come
E DYTA B ŁASZCZYK ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
around here. I don’t think you will
Junior running back Larry Warner dodges the Saluki defense
find anyone faster,” Rodgers said.
Aside from the missed tackle, during the spring scrimmage Saturday afternoon. Warner finished
Rodgers had a dominant performance with 101 yards and three touchdowns.
as he led the team with seven tackles
— most delivered in brutal fashion.
see them,” Warner said. “I’m very to compete for the starting position.
Rodgers and the defense got out to confident in knowing the offense so Dieker took the first couple possesan early lead in the scrimmage when I’m just playing instead of thinking sions with the offense every quarter
freshman defensive back DiMarcus and letting my ability flow.”
and Allaria followed.
White also saw action in the backWilson intercepted a Joe Allaria pass
Dieker went 9-for-13 with
and returned it 65 yards for the 6-0 field with 13 carries but gained only 101 yards and a touchdown while
lead.
19 yards. Coach Dale Lennon said Allaria went 7-for-11 for 66 yards
But it was Warner who stood out he did not play junior running back and two interceptions.
the most as his three scores orches- Deji Karim for precautionary reasons
Allaria made up for the
trated the 36-6 comeback for the because of a minor injury.
picks with 66 yards rushing on
offense.
Allaria and fellow quarterback six attempts.
“I’m a small back, so it’s hard for Chris Dieker were also a focal point
the linebackers to see me, but I can in the scrimmage as they continue See SPRING, Page 15

After a double-digit shutout
loss to start its weekend series, the
SIU baseball team returned the
favor against one of the country’s
most potent lineups.
The Salukis followed up a
10-0 blowout loss Friday with a 3-0
vengeance game Saturday behind a
dominating performance by starting
pitcher Shawn Joy. But Sunday’s 83 loss mirrored the team’s seasonlong struggles.
An early solo home run from
senior outfielder Bret Maugeri gave
the Salukis (20-17, 4-8 MVC) a
brief 1-0 lead in the top of the
second inning but No. 6 Wichita
State (30-7, 9-3) responded with a
three-run third inning.
Shocker third baseman Conor
Gillaspie drove in a pair of runs off
the Salukis’ losing starting pitcher
Andrew Dunn (2-5).
SIU coach Dan Callahan was
ejected shortly after for arguing
balls and strikes after a belt-high
pitch was not called for strike
three.
After Gillaspie stole second,
shortstop Dusty Coleman drove
him in with a single to left.
Coleman led the Wichita State
offense going 3-for-4 with a pair
of RBIs, a run scored and a steal.
The Shockers stole 16-of-17 bases
throughout the weekend.
“It feels good to get out there
and gets some hits. When I’m hitting the ball the other way it means
I’m comfortable up there at the
plate,” Coleman said in a postgame radio interview. “(Coach)
Gene Stephenson always told us
that a good team plays well after a
loss and we take that to heart.”
In the sixth inning, Coleman
put the game out of reach by driving in centerfielder Andy Dirks to
give the Shockers a 4-1 lead they
would not relinquish.
The Salukis’ best chance to
get back in the game came in
the eighth inning against starting
pitcher Anthony Capra.
After freshman outfielder Chris
Murphy reached on an error, junior
designated hitter Mark Kelly drove
him in with a single. Junior second
baseman Scott Elmendorf scored
on a wild pitch to cut the lead to
8-3 but the offense stalled with the
bases loaded. With Bullock, Kelly
and Maugeri on base, senior outfielder Dean Cademartori struck
out to end the threat.
Capra struck out nine and scattered four hits in 7.2 innings of
work en route to his seventh win of
the season.
The offense struggled for the
majority of the weekend and in its
sole win Saturday, SIU struck out
12 times against starting pitcher
Aaron Shafer (6-2).
The Salukis got enough timely
hits to get by and rode Joy’s complete game shutout to a 3-0 win.
Joy (4-2) struck out five and
scattered five hits in nine innings.
See BASEBALL, Page 14

